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During October 2014 44000 parr were 
graded and  fin clipped in preparation by 
19 volunteers from as far away as Solihull, 
Hampshire and the Cotswold.

SNR Pond Project

As explained in our last newsletter our ponds lay dormant during the  
summer of 2014 and in September maintenance in preparation for 
the next stocking was been carried out by a team of volunteers. The 
work, mainly grass cutting, thinning of bankside bushes and trees, 
repair of fences and nets etc was carried out in quick time.  Hardwicke 
Pond suffered severe effects of flooding resulting in silt build up. We 
received a quotation for cleaning but in consultation with NRW staff and bearing in mind pending NRW decision it 
was decided not to proceed. As a result our capacity was reduced.  
During October 2014 44000 parr were graded and  fin clipped in preparation by 19 volunteers from as far away as So-
lihull, Hampshire and the Cotswolds. We thank them all. Of these fish 37500 were stocked to our ponds in November 
2014 and will grow on under the guidance of our pond managers until release in May 2015.

We continue to seek evidence of returning fin clipped 
salmon from the project. We fully understand in the excite-
ment of the catch checking for fin clipping would be the 
last thing on angler’s minds. In order to bring it to anglers 
attention a small sticky plastic label has been produced and 
circulated by WSA.  This can be stuck to rod butt or landing 
net handle as a reminder. Anglers need to provide as many 
details as possible; date and time of capture, where caught 
[beat and pool if possible], length of fish from nose to fork 
of tail, bait used, water conditions and most importantly 
a photo showing clearly fin clipping. Data collected will 
be passed to SNR Team and NRW Scientists for analysis. If 
you have not received a 
label contact us, either 
by email to enquiries@
wyesalmon.com  or by 
mail to WSA, Penyhil, 

Felindre, Brecon, Powys LD3 0SU and we will post to you free of charge. I am sure 
you all understand the importance of catch data collection in establishing results 
for our project.

NRW Hatchery & Stocking Review

The situation regarding NRW Hatchery and stocking is now clear. So 2014 seems to be our last stocking. What a great 
pity given the opportunity to see real impact on our stocks and the efforts of a large number of very committed WSA 
supporters. We could also of course, given the project had run for its minimum planned 5 years and complimented 
by proposed DNA sampling, learnt from and confirmed once and for all the potential that could be derived from best 
practice [SNR] stocking.
However these decisions by NRW have not blunted our enthusiasm and a group of representatives from WSA met 
with NRW in Cardiff on Thursday 15th. The ensuing discussions involved our analysis of the very serious mismatch 
between their scientific evidence and the decision to cease stocking. We further presented the NRW representatives 
with an outline of our proposals for reviving Wye salmon fisheries. These involved;

• Request government agencies enable private initiative and allow us to determine recovery strategies rather 
than dictating them themselves
• Adoption of a privately-led Semi-natural Release (SNR) programme
• Adoption of a privately-led egg box release programme.
• Continued support for proven habitat improvement projects through the Wye & Usk 
Foundation 

wye salmon
ssocia

Adipose Fin Missing?
Report it now 
07789 133263
www.wyesalmon.com



       Wye salmon association                              Newsletter 14           
We would like to thank you all for your support, it was extremely valuable in these discussions to be able to express 
the strength of that support as demonstrated in your response to our petition. If you haven’t signed it go to link and 
do so.
http://www.petitions24.com/signatures/help_the_recovery_of_the_wye_salmon/ 
We now await NRW responses before we decide on a further plan of ac-
tion. We have also submitted our proposals to EA [England] and we will be 
meeting with them on 25th Feb for similar discussions. We will continue to 
inform you and update you on these activities. 

Get More Rods on River Scheme 

Again this season WSA offer salmon anglers, with the kind permission of 
a number of riparian owners, the opportunity to reacquaint themselves with the river by offering various days and 
beats free. This is available to all WSA members and subscribers on a first come first served basis, fishing must be 
pre-booked at least 2 days before and is not transferable!  You can benefit from this scheme by joining WSA online at 
an annual cost of £10, or by sending a cheque to Wye Salmon Association, Penyhil, Felindre, Brecon, Powys LD3 0SU. 
The scheme continues to prove very popular so If you wish to take up the offer and help fill the river with salmon 
anglers once again contact Stuart Smith by phone 07789133263 or by email at enquiries@wyesalmon.com  to discuss 
availability. Usual beat controls will be placed on anglers using the scheme and beat maps and conditions applying, 
directions & parking along with advice on tackle and baits will be provided. A number of these beats offer double 
rods and WSA are able to offer gillies or guides to anglers if required. 

Fly Fishing Courses 

Techniques & River Craft Essential Skills The Red Lion Hotel, Bredwardine

Building on its very successful spey casting courses we invite applications to the first of a series of courses designed 
to improve salmon anglers techniques, knowledge of rivercraft and essential fishing skills. This is not a casting course 
and those attending will need to have some basic salmon fishing and casting skills (Intermediate or advanced levels). 
The one day course will take place on Saturday 9th May 2015 at the famous Red Lion [Moccas] Fishery at Bredwar-
dine in the middle reaches of the river Wye. This right hand bank Fishery has a variety of pools allowing anglers to 
gain experience of both fly and spinning techniques under the guidance of an experienced rod or gillie. In order to 
develop their rivercraft and fishing skills each participant will have the opportunity to fish a number of beats during 
the day. Each beat will set different challenges and choice of technique, such as types of pools and runs, running or 
resident fish lies etc, whether to fly fish or spin will be discussed, to wade or not to wade, line selection, fly or lure 
selection will all be covered.
The cost of the course is £45 per person including breakfast and lunch and will be limited to 20 anglers. If you wish 
to make a booking for the course or require more details contact Mick O’Keeffe on 07903480423, Stuart Smith on 
07789133263 or enquiries@wyesalmon.com

Fly Fishing Courses (Junior & Adult)

We are again offering a one day course for adults and youngsters. Courses will be run with the support of profes-
sional GAIA & AGAIA instructors and with the kind permission of the beat owners. Open to all grades of caster from 
beginners upwards, single handed (trout] & double handed (salmon) courses will take place on the River Wye at 
Whitney Court, near Hay on Wye on Saturday 22nd August 2015. Tackle will be provided for youngsters. Adults bring 
your own rods, reels and tackle. If loan of tackle is required please advise us when booking.  The course cost is £30 
for adults and £5 for children. A family ticket is also available at £40 (two adults & two children). A BBQ lunch and 
drinks will be included in price. Sportfish of Winforton and Vision Fly Fishing will have display of 
rods and reels available for viewing and testing and there will be a fly tying demonstration by 
former gillie Geoff Franks.
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WSA Develops its Educational Coaching Scheme

Throughout last year we have been developing our education and training programme, particularly to encourage 
game angling within the education sector and provide one day events to introduce youngsters to fly fishing. Our pro-
gramme this year includes 6 courses run in conjunction with local junior schools in Herefordshire. 

We are now pleased to offer a set of modules aimed at introducing and fostering a long term enthusiasm for game 
angling and river ecology. It provides teachers or group leaders with an educational tool that either meets with some 
of the Key Stage requirements of the National Curriculum in England and Wales or can be integrated into them as 
well as providing an interesting extra curricula activity. However it can be tailored for adult learning if required.
Some modules are  classroom based and others on a river or Stillwater. Students will learn the life cycles of game fish, 

and the invertebrates that form the food chains and the habitat that they live in. The project is an excellent opportu-
nity to take learning outside the classroom, to offer a new experience giving pleasure for the participants entire lives. 
Armed with nets, trays, ID charts, wellies and waterproofs, students are taken to the river or stillwater to carry out 
kick sampling seeking out and identifying  insects living amongst mud, gravel and boulders, fostering their curiosity 
for the natural world and demonstrating why habitat is so important and how THEY can look after it. 
They will be introduced to the art of fly tying, linking insects found in their kick sampling to the imitative patterns 
produced at the fly tiers vice. GAIA professional instructors will teach the skill of fly casting in a 
manner ensuring a sense of achievement and building confidence. A session practising those 
skills in a safe river or stillwater environment competes the course.
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Modules can be selected to suit a school or groups particular needs and 
courses can be built onto with more advanced skills provided either within the 
school or group environment or as a separate activity. The project is aimed 
specifically at schools, but can be tailored as an interesting and fun activity for 
adults, youth groups, scouts, etc. 
WSA facilitate the application of this syllabus by providing locations [rivers or 
stillwaters] and delivery of teams of skilled Instructors.  Each course will have 
a lead GAIA Professional Instructor with Level 1 and 2 coaching qualifications 
supported by other Instructors and/or trained coaching assistants all of which 
will hold DBS certificates.  

For further information contact Mick O’keeffe on 07903480423 or mickoke-
effe48@hotmail.com 
or 
Stuart Smith on  07789133263 or enquiries@wyesalmon.com

WSA Fishes the Orkla, Norway

In August 2014, WSA members were offered the opportunity to sample a private lodge on the river Orkla, Norway. 
Initial response was quite slow with some rods thinking that inexpensive fishing 
meant poor quality. Nothing could be further from the truth. Over the two weeks 
every one of the 6 rods caught fish, even the virtual novices. Members Anthony 
Judd, Allan Phillips, Geoff Maynard and Jon Taylor along with locals Heidi Fornes, 
Chris Sodeberg and Pete Conjo fished the final two weeks of the season. They were 
encouraged by catches, even in very low water July/early Aug averaging 5.5 fish per 
rod per week, the last two weeks of July produced 44 fish for 7 rods. 

Our first week started slowly and got worse! Running fish seen but few stopping. 
Monday morning saw just 1 fish caught to three rods. Then we found out why. At 
midday it started to rain and just didn’t stop. After 9 weeks of low water, 18 hours 
later the river was up 7 feet and full of debris. Unprecedented in our experience, we 
lost 2 days to floods. Normally even 5 feet floods clear after 12 hours and half the 
pools are fishable. 
Wednesday lunchtime saw dramatic change. Over two feet off the gauge in the 6 
hours from 7am to 1pm. Would there be a feast to follow the flood? Sure enough 
with the gauge saying 2’ 8” the high-water pools all kicked in and the next 14 hours 

fishing produced 9 hooked fish, 7 landed to 17lbs. The following day 
was less productive but 4 fish, 3 with sea-lice, is still a good score for 3 
rods. Two more grilse Friday and Saturday wrapped things up.  Drop-
ping Allan and Anthony at the airport, plans were already being set for 
2015! 
Week two dawned to ideal conditions but only two rods fishing. New 
rod Geoff walked onto his first pool and took all of 12 minutes to hook 
and land his first grilse! Next day Heidi our Norwegian goddess arrived, 
and with her usual panache caught a 24lb cock fish. The gentlemen 
could only muster 1 more grilse. The mornings seemed to only time to 
catch fish that had stopped o/night. Two more sea-liced grilse the next 
day, one on a waking Orkla fly, and a brute of a coloured fish hooked 
and lost in the Boat pool. This pool consistently produces big fish. So 

far the biggest of the 5 x 30lbers is 38lbs. Conditions got steadily colder and windier, not the 
most conducive to fly only, but we picked away and managed 4 more grilse and 5 very bonny 
sea-trout on the windiest day. A great end to the season with spectacular scenery, great food 
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and excellent company. With any luck we will be able to offer more trial 5 day trips, in August 2015.  Anyone wishing 
to get a flavour of the lodge and fishing please follow this link Vimeo link:-  www.vimeo.com/19166043.
For 2015 there are three big fish weeks available, weeks 25, 26 and 27 are available. Weeks 25 & 26 are lower, 
generally, in fish numbers, therefore lower in price. Normally taken by 4 rods self-catering, we can arrange catering 
if required. Week 27 has two rods available, catered, and is the most reliable big fish week of the season. Normally! 
These are generally 8 to 16 fish weeks between 4 rods. Average size fluctuates between 17.5lbs and 22lbs. Biggest 
34lbs……….so far. 
There are also some availability (2-4) rods for weeks 28 and 29. These are normally good weeks with a mixture of 
spring, summer salmon and some grilse. Obviously the season can be early or late but they are extremely reliable as 
12 to 20 fish weeks. Average summer fish weigh 12 to 16lbs and grilse 4- 6lbs.
Prices are currently held at 2014 levels and you might be pleasantly surprised. There is some single and double rod 
availability outside these weeks, so we can often fit people in. We anticipate running 2x 5day introductory trips in the 
last 10 days of August. Similarly to last year these will be at a highly reduced rate in order to introduce people to the 
lodge and fishing. Prices will be circa £500 for lodge, fishing and half board. Please contact Jon Taylor for more details 
on 07714 468429   or thatfirstpull@gmail.com.

Fishing at Letton Court

Three Counties Fisheries offer Salmon and Coarse on 1.5 miles of single [left] 
bank of the middle Wye along with two still water lakes in the beautiful set-
ting of the Letton Court Estate in Herefordshire. Letton Court lies about 12 
miles west of Hereford on the A438.
River fishing is split into three beats, with a maximum of two Salmon or 
Coarse rods per beat and contains  good fly and spinning water along with a 
number of prime barbel and chub swims. Recently there has been an im-
provement in salmon catches with the last three years averaging 18 fish to 
21lb. The river also produces Barbel to 14lb with number of fish in double 
figures coming to the net along with Chub,  in excess of 6lb, Pike to 25lb plus 
Carp, Perch Roach and Dace. 
The 7 acre oxbow lake produces 

Bream and Tench to 10lb and Pike to 31lb. The main quarry on the Carp 
Lake is as its name suggests with the biggest of this season at 25lb along 
with some decent Tench, Perch and a few Roach, Chub and the ocassional 
Pike, perhaps to 20lb.
Season tickets are available enabling holders to fish all of the Letton Court 
waters, including the river, all year round for just £120 [within respective 
EA seasons]. The price covers coarse and game fishing and offers amazing 
value for money! For more information contact Brian Powell on 01570 
493125 or at  fish@deltaopt.co.uk 

Fishing at Ross

Ross Angling Club have 5 miles of fishing on the beautiful River Wye with 30 named pools on the estate of the Duchy 
of Cornwall. 
We currently have membership opportunities for salmon anglers to join us.
For this year we have reduced membership costs to £165 for fishing any day of the week plus a joining fee of £20 in 
order to try and attract more rods to our stretches which are upstream and downstream of the historic Herefordshire 
town of Ross on Wye. Our waters are situated between Backney beat upstream and Goodrich Court downstream 
including much of the water fished by Robert Pashley when he was around. 2014 was problematic for the Wye but 
we have had fish of 26 and 25lb in the last 3 years.  
In 2013 and 2014 all our salmon came to the fly although our waters are suitable for both fly 
and spinning. 
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All the best from the Wye Salmon Association. 

Stuart Smith - Editor
Peter Chilton - Design and Production

You can subscribe to WSA at http://www.wyesalmon.com/join%20us.html ,

please join us and help support our aims.

If any anglers are interested in joining us please send the Club 
Chairman  Trevor Hyde an email to Barbarian18@live.co.uk or 
phone on 01531 822889. 
Photo shows the Loo Pool on one of  Ross AC  stretches.


